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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (withdrawn) The disposable wearing article according to claim 9, wherein 

said first end zone of said first tape segment extends in said waist-surrounding direction 
beyond said third end zone of said third tape segment and is directly releasably attached to said 
garment-contactable surface of said wearing article. 

2. (withdrawn - currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to 
[[Claim]] claim 1, wherein said fastening element comprises an adhesive ooatod on :aid umcr 
surface of said first tape D e gm e nt . 

3. (withdrawn - currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to 
[[Claim]] claim 1, wherein said fastening element comprises hooks provided on said inner surface 
and mechanically engagoablo with loops in said opooifi e d part . 

4-5. (canceled) 

6. (withdrawn - currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to 

[[Claim]] claim 1, wherein said third end zone of said third tape segment extends in said waist- 
surrounding direction beyond said fixed end zone of said second tape segment by a dimension in a 
range of 1 to 15 mm. 



7 



Serial No. 10/685,695 



7. (withdrawn - currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to 
[[Claim]] claim 1, wherein said wearing article is any of an open-type disposable diaper and a pull- 
on type disposable diaper, 

8. (canceled) 

9. (currently amended) A disposable wearing article, comprising: 

a wearer-contactable surface adapted to contact with a wearer's body in use and a garment- 
contactable surface adapted to contact with the wearer's clothes in use, 

front and rear edges extending in parallel to each other in a waist-surrounding direction, and 
a pair of side edges extending in parallel to each other in a longitudinal direction orthogonal to said 
waist-surrounding direction, 

a crotch region, a front waist region extending forwaidly in the longitudinal direction from 
said crotch region to said front edge, and a rear waist region extending rearwardly in the 
longitudinal direction from said crotch region to said rear edge, 

said front and rear waist regions being joined together along said side edges so as to form a 
waist-hole and a pair of leg-holes, and 

tape fasteners being attached to the side edges of said front or rear waist region, and 
extending in said waist-surrounding direction, 

wherein 

each said tape fastener is folded in a Z- or inverted Z-shape, and is unfoldable from said Z- 
or inverted Z-shape to a unfolded state, 

in the unfolded state, each said tape fastener has a fixed end zone and a free end zone 
opposed to said fixed end zone in said waist-surrounding direction, said fixed end zone being 
permanently attached to said garment-contactable surface of said wearing article, 
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in the unfold o d state, oach oaid tapo faotonor hao an inner ourfacc facing oaid garment 
contaotable surface of oaid wearinjg article, and an oppoaito, outer purfaco, paid imicr ourfaco being 
at Icoct partially provided v . ith a fmtmmz "i"^^^ nftnrVinhln tn n npocifiod pait of any of the inner 
surface and tho outer surface, 

each said tape fastener folded in the Z- or inverted Z-shape comprises: 

a first tape segment defining an uppermost layer of said Z- or inverted Z-shape, said first 
tape segment having said free end zone and a first end zone opposed to said free end zone in said 
waist-surrounding direction, [[said]] a fastening element being provided on a lower surface of said 
first tape segment innor surfac e and between said fi:ee end zone and said first end zone for 
releasablv attaching the firont and rear waist regio ns in use. 

a second tape segment lying between said first tape segment and said garment-contactable 
surface of said wearing article, said second t^e segment having said fixed end zone and a second 
end zone opposed to said fixed end zone in said waist-surrounding direction, and 

a third tape segment interposed between said first tape segment and said second tape 
segment and connecting said first and second tape segments to each other, 

said third tape segment has a third end zone connected to said first end zone of said first 
tape segment, and an opposite, fourth end zone connected to said second end zone of said second 
tape segment, and an intemiediate zone defined between said third and fourth end zones, 

an upper surface of said intermediate zone is directly releasably attached to the lower 
surface of said first tape segment by means of said fastening element, 

said third end zone extends in said waist-surrounding direction beyond said fixed end zone 
of said second tape segment and is directly releasably attached to said garment-contactable surface 
of said wearing article, 

said outer a surface of each said tape fastener folded in the Z- or inverted Z-shape faces, 
without being directly attached to, itself in a vicinity of a region in which said second end zone of 
said second tape segment and said fourth end zone of said third tape segment are connected to each 
other. 
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said fourth end zono oxtonds in aaid waiot purrounding diroctioii b c > 'o nd naid occon d end 
zono of said socond tapo oogmcait and is dirootly attaohod to oaid gamcait conta otablo aurfaco of 
said wearing articl e , 

said intermediate zone of said third tape segment is releasably directly attached to the outer 
su rface o f c ai d tape factcncr in a corresponding middle zone of said second tape segment, and 

the [[outer]] upper surface of said intermediate zone of the third tape segment tapo fasten e r 
in the middle zono of oaid socond tapo segment comprises a release agent to effect the releasable 
attachment between the intermediate zone of said third tape segment and the first middle zono of 
said second tape segment, whereas said gaiment-contactable surface is firee of [[said]] a coating of 
release agent in the releasable attachment between the garment-contactable surface and the third 
end zone of said third tape «pamp.nt so that, when said ta p e f aste ner is u nfolded from the Z- or 
inverted Z-shane to the unfolded state bv nullin g the free end zone, the third end zone of said third 
ta pe segment will not be peeled off the garmen t -contactable surface until the first tape segment has 
been peeled off the intermediate zone of said thi rd tape segment. 

10. (currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to claim 9, wherein 
said fastening element comprises an adhesive coated on said [[inner]] tow surface of said first 
tape segment. 

11. (withdrawn - currently amended) The disposable wearing article according to 
claim 9, wherein said fastening element comprises hooks provided ( 
mochanically ongag e ablo with loops h 



12. (withdravm) A disposable wearing article, comprising: 

a main body having a firont waist region, a rear waist region and a crotch region extending 
between said front and rear waist regions; and 

a tape fastener attached to said main body. 
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wherein 

said tape fastener comprises a fastening element, a top section and an intermediate section, 
each of said sections having opposite first and second end portions, the second end portions of said 
sections being connected to each other, the first end portion of said intermediate section being 
permanently attached to one of opposite surfaces of said main body; 

said surface of said main body is a garment-contactable surface adapted to contact with a 
wearer's clothes in use; 

said tape fastener has a folded state in which said intermediate section is sandwiched 
between said top section and said surface of said main body, the second end portion of said 
intermediate section is directly releasably attached to said surface of said main body, and said top 
section is releasably attached to said intermediate section by means of said fastening element 
sandwiched between said sections; 

said tape fastener is unfoldable fiom said folded state to a unfolded state in which the 
second end portions of said sections are free of direct attachment to said surface of said main body 
while remaining connected to each other, and said fastening element carried by said top section is 
free of direct attachment to said intermediate section and is whereby releasably attachable to a 
specified region of said main body for maintaining said main body in a predetermined shape; 
said tape fastener fijrther comprises 

a bottom section directly, permanently bonded to said surface of said main 
body, the first end portion of said intermediate section being permanently attached 
to said surface of said main body via said bottom section; and 

an intermediate adhesive layer coated on a underside of said intermediate 
section; and 
in the folded state of said tape fastener, 

said bottom section is sandwiched between said intermediate section and 
said surface of said main body, and said top, intermediate and bottom sections 
together define a Z-shape or an inverted Z-shape; 
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the second end portion of said intermediate section is folded up onto itself to 
define a lower fold and an upper fold overlying said lower fold, said intermediate 
adhesive layer has a region located between and releasably attaching the lower fold 
and said surface of said main body, and said intermediate adhesive layer has another 
region located between and permanently connecting the second end portion of said 
top section and the upper fold; 

said intermediate adhesive layer releasably directly attaches an intermediate 
zone of said intermediate section to a facing, upper surface of a corresponding 
middle zone of said bottom section; and 

the upper surface of the middle zone of said bottom section comprises a 
release agent to effect the releasable attachment between the intermediate zone of 
said intermediate section and the middle zone of said bottom section, whereas said 
garment-contactable surface is firee of said release agent in the releasable attachment 
between the garment-contactable surface and the lower fold of the second end 
portion of said intermediate section. 

13. (withdrawn) The article of claim 12, wherein in the folded state of said tape 
fastener, the second end portion of said top section is directly attached to said surface of said main 
body. 



14-16. (canceled) 

17. (withdrawn) The article of claim 12, wherein 

said tape fastener fiirfher comprises a top adhesive layer coated on a underside of said top 

section; and 

in tiie folded state of said tape fastener, the second end portion of said top section comprises 
a segment permanently attached to said upper fold by said top and intermediate adhesive layers. 
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18. (withdrawn) The article of claim 17, wherein said fastening element comprises 
said top adhesive layer located between the first and second end portions of said top section. 

19. (withdrawn) The article of claim 17, wherein said fastening elatnent comprises 
hooks located on the underside and between the first and second end portions of said top section, 
said hooks being releasably attachable to loops provided on a upperside of said intermediate 
section. 

20. (withdrawn) The article of claim 17, wherein said tape fastener fiirther comprises 
a bottom adhesive layer coated on a underside of said bottom section; and 

wherein, in the folded state of said tape fastener, 

a portion of said bottom section is folded up onto itself to define a lower fold and an upper 
fold overlying said lower fold, 

said bottom adhesive layer has a region located between and permanently attaching the 
lower fold of said bottom section and said surface of said main body, and 

said bottom adhesive layer has another region located between and permanently connecting 
the first end portion of said intermediate section and the upper fold of said bottom section. 

2 1 . (withdrawn) The article of claim 1 7, wherein said article comprises two said 
tape fasteners attached to transversely opposite sides of one of said firont and rear waist regions. 

22. (previously presented) The article of claim 9, wherein said release agent is silicone 

oil. 

23. (new) The article of claim 9, wherein said release agent is also provided on an 
upper surface of the middle zone of said second t^e segment to effect the releasable attachment 
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between said intermediate zone of said third t^e segment and the middle zone of said second tape 
segment. 
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